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THE WELSH MOUNTAIN PONY

Section A
(not exceeding 12.2})

The original home of the Welsh Mountain pony was in the hills and valleys of Wales. He was
there before the Romans. His lot was not an easy one. Winters were severe., Vegetation was sparse.
Shelter. most often, was an isolated valley or a clump of bare trees. Yet the Welsh pony managed
not only to survive, but to flourish.

Led by proud stallions. bands of mares and their foals roamed in a semi-wild state, climbing moun-
tains, leaping ravines. running over rough terrain. This sort of existence insured perpetuation of the
breed through only the most hardy of stock. Hence. the development of a pony with a remarkable
soundness of body, a tremendous endurance. and a high degree of native intelligence.

Even an edict of Henry VIII that all horses under 15 hands be destroyed did not eliminate the Welsh.
Hiding in desolate areas where his persecutors were reluctant or unable o go. perhaps at Nant Liwwyd.
he continued to live and reproduce, preserving for mankind a distinctive strain of pony that today
has generated enthusiasm among breeders and pony lovers all over the world.

Down through the years, the Welsh pony has served many masters. There Is evidence 1o support
the belief that he pulled chariots in vast sports arenas. He has worked in coal mines. on ranches,
and on postmen’s routes.,

The Welsh pony has adapted himself to the whims and needs of humans as easily as to his environ-
ment. He loves people. He responds well to proper treatment and discipline. He can be trusted. He
is an ideal pony for a growing child, and he has the spirit and endurance to challenge an adult.

Because of his heritage, the Welsh pony is not bothered by the somewhat extreme variations of
climate and terrain encountered in the United States and Canada.

That the Welsh pony carries a trace of Arabian blood seems beyond doubt. However, he has main-
tained his own dominant physical characteristics over the years. It has been demonstrated that the
Welsh crosses well with many other breeds, and this is, to some breeders. an important aspect of
his unusual versatility.

One of the most noted Welsh breeders wrote: “The blood of the Welsh Mountain pony of perfect
type can improve any other blood with which it is mixed. This is a very strong statement 1o make,
but T have had ample opportunity to prove it.”
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